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gate those religions within the comparative framework that is now considered essential for their
comprehension. By presenting material from the ten cultures and traditions that it investigated side-by-side,
Religions of the Ancient World strove to inform its readers and generate comparative thought in
complemen-tary ways.
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trading cultures practiced Mother Goddess centered religions. This is clearly the case in the highly advanced
Minoan civilization of ancient Crete.8 Overall the bulk of scholarship supports the view that the goddess was
the central deity in prehistoric religion and myth throughout much of the world.

Ancient Myth, Religion, and Philosophy
THE ANCIENT NEAR EAST AND THE RELIGION OF ISRAEL* W. F. ALBRIGHT THE JOHNS HOPKINS
UNIVERSITY I B EFORE we can advantageously compare the religion of Israel with the religions of the
ancient Near East, we must

The Ancient Near East and the Religion of Israel
ancient religious writings is still very incomplete. All thc insight and labour devoted by Brugsch, Budge,
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